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SECRET LONDON 16993 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PARM, NATO, MBFR 
SUBJECT: MBFR: NEW INITIATIVE 

1 . IN VIEW OF REVISED FRG POSITION ON TANK ARMY, WE 
CALLED OCTOBER 13 ON ROLAND SMITH AT FCO TO SEEK UK 
VIEWS ON WHERE WE GO FROM HERE. 

2. SMITH BEGAN BY SAYING HMG PERFORMANCE AT RECENT 
TRILATERAL MEETING WAS "ABYSMAL." BOTH MOD 

AND UKDEL VIENNA HAD STRONG DOUBTS ABOUT MOVING FROM 
WITHDRAWAL OF TANK ARMY TO WITHDRAWAL OF FIVE DIVISIONS. 

UK SILENCE ON THIS POINT WAS THEREFORE MISLEADING. 

3. ACCORDING TO SMITH, ALL BRITISH OFFICIALS NOW SHARE 
VIEW THAT IT IS CRITICAL TO MAINTAIN MATCH BETWEEN 
REDUCTIONS AND CEILINGS. THE PROBLEM WITH THE EXISTING 
NATO POSITION ON THE TANK ARMY IS THAT WE DON'T HAVE 
THAT MATCH. THE SAME APPLIES TO THE FIVE DIVISION 
PROPOSAL BECAUSE WE ARE NOT ASKING FOR A CEILING ON 
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DIVISIONS. 

4. THEREFORE, THERE IS CONSIDERABLE SENTIMENT IN HMG 

TO GO DIRECTLY TO PROPOSAL FOR REDUCTIONS AND LIMITATIONS 
ON ONLY TANKS AND MEN. AND IF THE ALLIANCE WERE TO TAKE 
THAT STEP, MOD BELIEVES WEST SHOULD ASK FOR WITHDRAWAL 
OF MORE TANKS AND MORE MEN. BRITISH RECOGNIZE THIS 
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WOULD REQUIRE STUDY IN NATO TO DECIDE HOW MANY MORE TANKS 
AND HOW MANY MORE MEN. THUS, MOD FAVORS RETENTION OF 
TANK ARMY DEMAND IN NEW INITIATIVE AND CONSIDERATION IN 
NATO OF FAIT .RACK TO ONLY TANKS AND MEN. 

5. FCO'S POSITION IS ALSO THAT IF THERE IS GOING TO BE 

A CEILING ON ONLY TANKS AND MEN, FIVE DIVISION CONCEPT 
"GETS IN THE WAY." NONETHELESS, SMITH OPINED THAT IF 
FRG HAD STUCK TO BARGAIN, HMG WOULD HAVE EXPRESSED 
RESERVATIONS IN NATO DISCUSSION AND THEN GONE ALONG WITH 
CHANGE TO FIVE DIVISIONS. NOW, HOWEVER, IF GERMANS RETAIN 
REVISED POSITION ON TANK ARMY, SMITH SAID PERHAPS ALL 
THE THREE COULD AGREE TO WOULD BE ISSUE OF WITHDRAWAL 
AND LIMITATION OF SOVIET EQUIPMENT. 

6. COMMENT: IT SEEMS THAT, AS ALWAYS, THE GERMANS ARE 
THE KEY. ALTHOUGH UK HAS CONCEPTUAL DOUBTS ABOUT 
MOVEMENT TO FIVE DIVISIONS, WE BELIEVE IT WOULD GO ALONG 
IF FRG DOES. IN ANY EVENT, WE WOULD RECOMMEND THAT ANY 
FURTHER MESSAGE TO HMG ON THIS SUBJECT DIRECTLY AND 
SPECIFICALLY ADDRESS WHY INITIATIVE WOULD BE BADLY 
UNDERCUT IF DEPRIVED OF TANK ARMY MODIFICATION AS WELL 
AS UK CONCERN ABOUT MATCHING REDUCTIONS AND CEILINGS. 
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